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READING VERTICALE B2 - MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

Percorsi e Strumenti INVALSI - INGLESE 
 

WORLD’S OLDEST MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE DISCOVERED IN A GIN BOTTLE 

FURTHER ACTIVITIES 

• Read the following text based on the same story. It was published on the Guinness World
Records website.

• Compare this one and the one just read.

• Take notes of the main differences in terms of vocabulary, text structure and length and
sum them up in a slide.

• Highlight the information common ground between the main ideas of the first text and
the second one.

OLDEST MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE 

The oldest message in a bottle is 131 years and 223 days old (released 12 June 1886), and 

was found by Tonya and Kym Illman (both Australia) at Wedge Island, Australia, on 21 

January 2018. 

On June 12th 1886 a gin bottle (Daniel Visser and Zonen Schiedam) was thrown overboard by 

German captains from the Barque Paula (home port Elsfleth). It contained a printed note 

with the date, coordinates (32.49 South, 105.25 East), ship/captain details and departure and 

arrival port written in ink. The note, from the Deutsche Seewarte in Hamburg, asked the 

finder to send the note to them or the nearest German embassy noting the time and place of 

the find. 

The age of the bottle was authenticated by German Hydrographic Agency and the Western 

Australian Museum. 

According to officials at the Western Australian Museum, German captains threw thousands 

of bottles overboard between 1933 and 1964 as part of a research project into currents and 

shipping routes. 

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/oldest-message-in-a-bottle 


